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          TE TOTARA

          PRIMARY SCHOOL
PROCEDURE:   Sun Safety

Why do we have this procedure?
Te Totara Primary School recognises the increased health risks to children from harmful UV rays of the sun. Children are particularly vulnerable to sunburn and need guidance in protecting themselves from the sun.

What is it for?
1. To raise student awareness of the dangers of over-exposure to the sun.

2. To ensure that all practical steps are taken so that students and their parents are aware of the danger of exposure to the sun.

3. To develop student’s responsibility for their own sun care.

4. To provide encouragement and guidance towards a safe school environment that provides shade for staff, students and visitors, as well as developing and promoting strategies that encourage responsible decision making about skin protection.

How we do this:
1. This procedure is implemented in summer, that is, for the duration of Terms 1 and 4.

2. The Board of Trustees will continue to develop shaded areas about the school, particularly where students may sit and/or assemble.

3. Outdoor activities, whenever possible, will not be held between the hours of 10am and 4pm during Terms 1 and 4.

4. Students are taught about the dangers of over-exposure to the sun. The intent of the health units, ‘Caring for the Body and Physical Safety’, on ways to avoid the dangers of over-exposure to the sun is modeled and reinforced through classroom and school-wide programmes and promotions.

5. Te Totara School Newsletter will contain articles and/or advice to parents/caregiver regarding sunsafe practices and information concerning sun protection.

6. Suitable hats are defined as broad brimmed hats or bucket hats (min 6 cm).
7. The school will market broad brimmed and bucket hats at a minimal cost. 

8. It is the responsibility of parents/caregivers to provide sunhats and sunscreen for their child/ren.

9. The school requires all students, when they are in the school grounds, to wear a sunhat; “No hat, play in the shade!” Children without a sunhat will be required to be in the shade during playtime and lunchtime.

10. Students will be encouraged to apply sunscreen, before going outside. The school recommends roll-on sunscreen.

11. Students will be encouraged to wear suitable sunsafe clothing that protects the body when in the sun.

12. There will be SPF30+ sunscreen available in each of the shared learning areas for students to apply during break times.

13. Staff will act as role models by:

· Wearing broad brimmed or bucket hats and sunsafe clothing outdoors.

· Using broad-spectrum sunscreen if necessary.

· Seeking shade whenever possible.

· Recognising/rewarding students who are adopting sunsafe practices.

14. A limited number of hats will be available for loan from the School Office for school activities only.
15. This policy is to be reviewed by the Board of Trustees and the school staff every two years as part of the regular policy review cycle.
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